
 

 

n 

 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Registry of Motor Vehicles

Motorcycle Manual

P.O. Box 55889
Boston, Massachusetts 02205-5889

1st Edition July 2005



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original photo provided by Miriam Romais 
Miriam Romais Photography 
New York, NY 
© Miriam Romais, www.romaisphotos.com 
 
 
Digital Enhancement & Graphic Design 
Provided by Kerry Gong



 

 

 

 

PREFACE......................................................................I 

INTRODUCTION ..........................................................II 

MISSION STATEMENT................................................II 

MASSACHUSETTS RIDER EDUCATION PROGRAM.....III 

DEFINITIONS ...............................................................1 

MOTORCYCLE....................................................1 
MOTORIZED BICYCLE .......................................1 
OPERATION OF MOTORIZED BICYCLES.........1 

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS ....................................2 

PERMITS .............................................................2 
LICENSES............................................................2 
LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR MINORS....3 
LICENSE FEES....................................................4 

SKILLS EXAMINATION...............................................5 

EQUIPMENT........................................................5 
EXAMINATION PROCEDURES ..........................5 
COMMON REASONS FOR FAILING A ROAD 
EXAMINATION.....................................................6 

POLICIES ON CANCELLATIONS & FEES.................7 

PREPARING TO RIDE.................................................8 

PROPER EQUIPMENT........................................8 
HELMET USE ......................................................9 
HELMET SELECTION .........................................9 
FACIAL PROTECTION ......................................10 
DEFENSIVE CLOTHING ...................................10 

YOUR MOTORCYCLE...............................................12 

RIDER CHECKLIST...........................................12 
FAMILIARITY .....................................................13 

RIDING WITHIN YOUR ABILITIES............................14 

BODY POSITION & POSTURE .........................14 
SEAT..................................................................14 
HANDS...............................................................14 
KNEES ...............................................................14 
FEET ..................................................................14 

TABLE OF CONTENTS



 

 

BRAKING........................................................... 16 
SHIFTING GEARS ............................................ 17 
DOWNSHIFTING............................................... 17 
SHIFTING IN A TURN ....................................... 18 
STARTING ON A HILL ...................................... 18 

AVOIDING COLLISIONS........................................... 19 

BE VISIBLE ....................................................... 19 
CLOTHING ........................................................ 19 
HEADLIGHT ...................................................... 20 
BRAKE LIGHT ................................................... 20 
COMMUNICATING YOUR INTENTIONS.......... 20 
TURN SIGNALS ................................................ 21 
HORN ................................................................ 21 
POSITION.......................................................... 21 

LOOKING FOR TROUBLE........................................ 23 

THE ROAD AHEAD........................................... 24 
THE ROAD BEHIND.......................................... 25 
USING YOUR MIRRORS .................................. 25 

KEEPING YOUR DISTANCE..................................... 27 

DISTANCE IN FRONT....................................... 27 
DISTANCE BEHIND .......................................... 27 
DISTANCE TO THE SIDE ................................. 28 
PASSING........................................................... 28 
BEING PASSED ................................................ 28 
INTERSECTIONS.............................................. 29 
PARKED VEHICLES ......................................... 29 
LANE SHARING ................................................ 30 
CARS ALONGSIDE........................................... 30 
MERGING TRAFFIC.......................................... 30 
DANGEROUS SURFACES ............................... 30 
SLIPPERY SURFACES..................................... 31 
VERY SLIPPERY AREAS ................................. 32 

UNEVEN SURFACES OR OBSTACLES .................. 33 

RAILROAD OR TROLLEY TRACKS ................. 33 
GROOVES AND GRATINGS ............................ 34 
SWERVING OR TURNING QUICKLY............... 35 
QUICK STOPS .................................................. 35 
FLYING OBJECTS ............................................ 36 
ANIMALS ........................................................... 36 

MECHANICAL PROBLEMS...................................... 37 

TIRE FAILURE & BLOWOUTS ......................... 37 
STUCK THROTTLE........................................... 37 



 

 

WOBBLE............................................................... 38 

CHAIN PROBLEMS .............................................. 38 

ENGINE SEIZURE................................................ 39 

CARRYING PASSENGERS & CARGO.....................40 

PASSENGER SAFETY & INSTRUCTION............ 40 

PASSENGERS & EQUIPMENT............................ 40 

RIDING WITH PASSENGERS.............................. 41 

CARRYING LOADS .............................................. 41 

GROUP RIDING.................................................... 42 

SMALL GROUPS.................................................. 42 

GROUP COHESION............................................. 42 

PASSING INFORMATION .................................... 44 

NIGHT RIDING ...........................................................45 

GETTING OFF THE ROAD........................................46 

RULES OF THE ROAD..............................................47 

SPEED LIMITS...........................................................47 

SCHOOL ZONES.................................................. 48 

TRAFFIC SIGNALS....................................................49 

STEADY RED ....................................................... 49 

STEADY RED ARROW......................................... 49 

FLASHING RED.................................................... 49 

STEADY YELLOW................................................ 50 

FLASHING YELLOW ............................................ 50 

STEADY GREEN .................................................. 50 

GREEN ARROW................................................... 50 

TRAFFIC LIGHTS NOT WORKING...................... 50 

PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS....................................... 51 

LAWS FOR MOTORCYCLE RIDERS & 

PEDESTRIANS ..........................................................51 

MOTORCYCLE RIDERS ...................................... 51 

PEDESTRIANS..................................................... 51 

TRAFFIC SIGNS ........................................................52 

STOP AND YIELD SIGNS .................................... 52 

REGULATORY SIGNS ......................................... 53 

WARNING SIGNS................................................. 53 

GUIDE SIGNS....................................................... 53 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE  

ROAD WORK WARNINGS............................... 53 

RAILROAD CROSSINGS ..................................... 57 



 

 

PAVEMENT MARKINGS........................................... 57 

WHITE LANE LINES............................................. 58 

BROKEN WHITE LANE LINE............................... 58 

SOLID WHITE LANE LINE ................................... 58 

DOUBLE SOLID WHITE LANE LINE ................... 58 

YELLOW LANE LINES ......................................... 58 

BROKEN YELLOW LANE LINE ........................... 58 

DOUBLE YELLOW LANE LINES: ONE SOLID, 

ONE BROKEN .................................................. 59 

DOUBLE YELLOW LANE LINES: BOTH SOLID.. 59 

WORDS AND SYMBOLS ..................................... 59 

STOP LINES AND CROSSWALKS...................... 60 

LANE USE & RESTRICTIONS.................................. 60 

USING LANES...................................................... 60 

SPECIAL RULES FOR MOTORCYCLES ................. 61 

RESTRICTED LANES .......................................... 61 

RIDING ON HIGHWAYS ...................................... 61 

ENTERING AND EXITING THE HIGHWAY ......... 61 

SAFE & RESPONSIBLE RIDING ......................... 62 

RULES FOR PASSING ........................................ 62 

INTERSECTIONS................................................. 63 

TURNS ....................................................................... 64 

TURNS ON RED................................................... 65 

U-TURNS.............................................................. 65 

LEFT TURNS FROM CENTER LANES................ 65 

RIGHT-OF-WAY RULES ...................................... 65 

PEDESTRIANS..................................................... 66 

INTERSECTIONS NOT CONTROLLED BY  

SIGNS OR SIGNALS........................................ 66 

FOUR-WAY STOP................................................ 67 

TURNING LEFT.................................................... 67 

PRIVATE ROADS, DRIVEWAYS, AND  

UNPAVED ROADS........................................... 67 

THROUGHWAYS ................................................. 67 

INTERSECTION OF SINGLE OR TWO-LANE 

ROAD AND MULTIPLE LANE ROAD............... 67 

ROTARIES............................................................ 68 

SCHOOL BUSES.................................................. 68 

BUSES AND TROLLEYS ..................................... 69 

ROAD WORKERS AND REPAIR CREWS........... 69 

ANIMALS AND HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES ...... 69 

SLOW-MOVING VEHICLES................................. 70 

FUNERAL PROCESSIONS.................................. 70 

PARKING REGULATIONS ................................... 70 



 

 

PARKING METERS .............................................. 71 
PARKING PERMITS ............................................. 71 

MISCELLANEOUS RULES OF THE ROAD..............72 

BEING IN SHAPE TO RIDE.......................................73 

BLOOD ALCOHOL CONTENT (BAC) .................. 73 
ALCOHOL TESTS................................................. 74 
ILLEGAL DRUGS, MEDICINE AND OTHER 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ........................ 75 

PENALTIES........................................................... 75 
MANDATORY LICENSE SUSPENSIONS 
(18 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER) .................. 76 

MANDATORY LICENSE SUSPENSIONS 
JUNIOR OPERATORS ONLY (16½ TO 18 
YEARS OF AGE) .............................................. 77 

CONTACT INFORMATION........................................78 





 

 i 

 

PREFACE 
 
The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) strictly 
prohibits the republication or reproduction of this manual 
without the express written consent of the Registrar of Motor 
Vehicles.  All requests for permission to copy all or any part 
of this publication must be addressed to the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles for this work is 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law.  The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts owns the copyright to this work.  Copyright 
laws prohibit the reproduction of the copyrighted work; 
distribution of copies of the copyrighted work; preparation of 
derivative works based upon the copyrighted work; 
displaying the copyrighted work publicly; and performing the 
copyrighted work publicly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2005 Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Motorcycle Manual is 
a supplement to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Driver’s Manual.  Motorcycle riders are urged to read and 
understand both manuals in an effort to help keep 
Massachusetts roads safe.   
 
The Massachusetts RMV is confident that improved 
licensing, quality motorcycle rider education, increased public 
awareness and observance of motor vehicle laws, rules and 
regulations can help to reduce the potential for motorcycle 
related injuries in the Commonwealth.   
 
The Massachusetts Motorcycle Manual has been prepared in 
cooperation with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation.  This 
supplement details for motorcycle riders at all levels how to 
safely ride a motorcycle.   
 
This manual is published by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles for the benefit of 
residents and visitors alike.  While it contains a great deal of 
information about RMV policies and state laws, it is important 
to note that this is not a legal document.  Every effort is made 
to present the most accurate, error free, and up-to-date 
information.  However, RMV policies and fees are subject to 
change from time to time, as do laws governing motor 
vehicles and their drivers.   
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Massachusetts RMV enables our citizens to travel the 
nation’s roads safely by licensing drivers and providing 
registrations and titles for safe and environmentally sound 
vehicles.   
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MASSACHUSETTS RIDER 

EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 
Sponsored by the Massachusetts RMV, 
the Massachusetts Rider Education 
Program (“MREP”) provides quality rider 
education and training to both novice 
and experienced motorcycle riders.  The 
MREP is designed to assist riders of all 
levels and to promote the safe operation 

of motorcycles.  Riders of all abilities are encouraged to 
attend and benefit from the professional instruction and on-
cycle training offered through the MREP.   
 
In the basic rider course students will learn motorcycling 
skills through classroom instruction and on-cycle training.  In 
the experienced rider course, students will learn advanced 
riding techniques and defensive riding strategies.  This 
curriculum has been developed by the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation (“MSF”) and is based on years of research.   
 
The basic rider course is approximately fifteen (15) hours, 
with five (5) hours of classroom instruction and ten (10) hours 
of on-cycle instruction.  The classroom instruction will cover 
motorcycling basics such as control, preparation, turning and 
braking, street awareness, special riding situations and the 
dangers of riding impaired.  The on-cycle instruction will 
incorporate and apply the lessons learned in the classroom 
instruction.  Students must attend all classroom and on-cycle 
sessions and pass both a multiple-choice examination and 
riding skills evaluation to graduate the program. 
 
The experienced rider course is approximately seven (7) 
hours, integrating on-cycle range instruction with discussion 
topics covering motorcycle preparation, advanced street 
riding strategies, traction management and advanced braking 
and cornering techniques.  Students must attend all sessions 
and pass both a multiple-choice examination and a riding 
skills evaluation to graduate from the program.   
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The MREP is currently being offered at numerous locations 
throughout the Commonwealth.  Please direct all questions   
regarding the administration of the MREP to the Registry of 
Motor Vehicles, P.O. Box 55889, Boston, MA 02205-5889 or 
call 413-781-0633.  Site availability is subject to change 
without notice.  If you would like a brochure, call RMV/MREP 
Boston at 617-351-9585. 

 
Qualified graduates of either the basic rider course or the 
experienced rider course are exempt from the 
Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles motorcycle road 
examination and may be entitled to a ten percent (10%) 
discount on their Massachusetts-based motorcycle 
insurance.   
 
The Massachusetts Rider Education Program, Classroom 
Availability, Fees, and General Information may be found at 
www.mass.gov/rmv.  
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